
 

  
 

 

 

  
 

 

1.  Plan ______________________________ (vv.18-19) 

                                                                                                                          
          
             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2.  Seek ______________________________ (vv.20-23) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Strive ______________________________ (vv.24-25) 
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Matthew 1:18-25 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together 
she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband 
Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 
But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall call his name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us). 24 
When Joseph woke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 
25 but knew her not until she had 
given birth to a son. And he called 
his name Jesus. (ESV) 
 
 
 



 

Application Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of today’s sermon. Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these 
questions will help to drive home the point of today’s study. It is also helpful when you are able to discuss your answers with others. For 
more information about LifeGroups at Compass Bible Church that utilize these questions as the basis for their weekly discussion, please 
visit compasshillcountry.org/lifegroups or email us at info@compasshillcountry.org.  

 

1. Write down one observation you found particularly helpful from this week's sermon. 
 
 
 

2. Read Matthew 1:18-25 and Acts 16:6–10. Unbeknownst to them, Joseph and Paul’s 
original plans were to do the opposite of what God intended, but through a few 
unexpected events, God made it clear to Joseph and Paul what he wanted them to do. 
What practical decisions could Joseph and Paul have made that would have prevented 
them from accomplishing what God intended?  
 
 
 
a. What practical decisions can you make during unexpected circumstances that can 

keep you from accomplishing what God wants? 
 
 
 

b. How can you plan today for God’s unexpected events? 
 
 
 

3. Read Proverbs 15:22 and 2 Peter 1:3. How do these verses define ways you can and 
should receive Godly instruction, including in times of uncertainty?  
 
 
 
a. Write down one example in your life when you needed instruction and God’s word 

gave you the answer. 
 
 
 

4. Read Matthew 1:24-25. What was at stake in Joseph’s decision to take Mary as his 
wife?  
 
 
 
a. Write down a time when you made a godly decision that was costly but you knew it 

was God’s desire for you. 
 
 
 

5. Read Psalm 119:11. Why is storing God’s word in your heart a prerequisite to being able to respond with immediate 
obedience? 
 
 
 

6. Read Luke 9:62 and Luke 11:27–28. What are practical blessings associated with immediate obedience to God?  
 
 
 
a. Likewise, what are consequences of delayed obedience or disobedience in the life of a Christian? 

 

See this sermon and all  
Compass-related videos on 

YouTube.com/ 
CompassBibleChurchHillCountry 

Subscribe to Weekend Sermons, 
Compass Equip & LifeGroup 

Leader Podcasts:  

CompassChurch.org/podcasts 

This Week’s 
Bible Reading Schedule  

October 23rd 

  Jeremiah 9-10 & 1 Timothy 3 
October 24th 

   Jeremiah 11-13 & 1 Timothy 4 
October 25th 

   Jeremiah 14-16 & 1 Timothy 5 
October 26th 

  Jeremiah 17-19 & 1 Timothy 6 
October 27th 

  Jeremiah 20-22 & 2 Timothy 1 
October 28th 

  Jeremiah 23-24 & 2 Timothy 2 
October 29th 

  Jeremiah 25-26 & 2 Timothy 3 
October 30th 

  Jeremiah 27-28 & 2 Timothy 4 

 

This Week’s Memory Verse  

Colossians 3:17 (ESV) 
17 And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything 
in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mt1.18-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ac16.6-10
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https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2Pe1.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mt1.24-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps119.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lk9.62
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lk11.27-28
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